DEAD RIVER CAMPERS NEWS
1ST QUARTER 2014

B

oard Activities: The Board had meetings last
quarter on February 19 and March 19, 2014.
The Board also met with UPPCO representatives on
February 26, 2014.

A

nnual Meeting Announcement: The Board
has set the date for the 2014 Annual Meeting
for Dead River Campers, Inc. The Annual Meeting
will be held on Saturday, June 28, 2014 at the
Westwood High School Auditorium. The meeting
packet that will arrive in the mail will be addressed
to you as a Shareholder, or to one of the Shareholders if the property is in multiple names.
There are two positions open on the Board of Directors this year. Shareholders interested may submit
a nomination for another Shareholder or themselves
in writing, or by email which must include a biography and resume stating qualifications, goals and
the type of information that will assist the membership in making an informed vote. This information
must be received by the Board by May 21, 2014 by
noon.
Resolutions – Any DRCI Shareholder wishing to
submit a Resolution must also do so in writing or by
email by May 21, 2014 by noon.
Please send written nominations as discussed above
and Resolutions in the format prescribed in the
DRCI Bylaws to DRCI, P.O. Box 323, Ishpeming, MI
49849. Any questions, please e-mail the Board at:

ISSUED APRIL 2014

drcicampers@gmail.com

T

he opportunity to vote is something very
important. Shareholders, the time is just
around the corner for our Annual Meeting once
again. The meeting packets will be distributed in
the near future with all the information required.
Within that packet is your ballot connected to any
items that need to be voted upon.
Whether you vote and mail your
ballot back, or attend the Annual
Meeting and hand deliver it, your
actions are wished for, appreciated
and needed. We need to have
about 200 ballots
to conduct business and that is
actually not an easy task to accomplish. In fact, since some of the
Resolutions require a 2/3 majority
vote, 265 votes to pass, this obviously would require more ballots
than 265 to be returned to have
those Resolutions approved. To go through all the
effort to create the packet, and have the meeting is
very time consuming and costly. Please make all
the effort worthwhile and VOTE!

C

onsent Resolutions Forthcoming to All
Shareholders: At the Annual Shareholders
meeting in 2013 you were requested to vote on two
Resolutions that required a 2/3 majority vote for
approval. In terms of number of votes a 2/3 majority requires 265 votes in favor of the Resolution to
pass.
(Continued on page 2)

DRCI
Lots For

The lots for sale can be viewed by
visiting DRCI’s website and following the menu to the link to Century
21 Prime Realty.
www.deadrivercampersinc.com

tions.
What happened with the voting in
2013 is an excellent example of what
can happen when there is voter apathy (Shareholders not exercising
their right/duty to vote) on an issue
that requires a 2/3
majority to pass.
(Continued from page 1)

Resolution #1 was seeking a change in Section 2.7 of
the Declaration to clarify the language and specifically
requires a 2/3 vote of the Shareholders to approve any
lot sales. That Resolution was not approved as it didn’t get 265 votes in favor, but it did receive 177 votes
(81%) for, 31 against and 8 abstentions for a total of
216 votes.
Resolution #2 was seeking approval to sell two lots.
The first lot is two lots being sold as one off of the
North Camp Road on the Little Dead and the second
lot is located on Stickney Drive on the West end of the
Basin. That lot is the former West end access site, (See
above Lots for Sale Table). This Resolution also needs
a 2/3 vote for approval and again it didn’t pass, but
achieved 168 votes (78%) in favor, 43 votes against and
5 abstentions for a total of 216 votes.
The Board has decided to add two additional lots for
sale as part of Resolution #2. These are Lots 9 and 10
of Assessor’s Plat 26 of the Dead River Basin. These
lots are located in Champion Township at the West end
of the Basin near the CR AAO Bridge off of the Red
Road. These are platted lots and as such should be
sold to be consistent with what has been done in the
past with all of the other platted lots. No sale price has
been established yet for these lots.
Additionally we are adding a new Resolution #3 which
deals with revisions needed to Declaration Section 2,
being Sections 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4. These revisions will
correct the language which currently requires all improvements on the Basin to be assessed back to all of
the Lot Owners. By making this change the Board in
the future could do projects around the Basin and not
have to charge the Shareholders as required in these
sections of the Declaration. The Board recommends a
vote in favor of all three Shareholder Consent ResoluPage 2

A majority of your
Board has decided to ask you to vote
one more time on these Resolutions
because of the vast majority of those
voting last year being in favor of both
Resolutions.
Thank you very much for your consideration and vote.

Lots 9 & 10
10

9

11

DEAD RIVER BASIN FISHING DERBY
Sponsored by the Dead River Campers, Inc.
And organized by your Fish & Wildlife Committee
When: Saturday, August 16, 2014
Registration, Coffee & Donuts at East End Boat Launch:
Beginning at 8:30 am
Fishing Time: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm (Noon)
Ages: 16 and younger
Lunch, Gifts and Prizes: East End Boat Launch – 12:00 Noon
Rain or Shine!
This is a day for DRCI Shareholders and their neighbors to celebrate our fishery with our children and grandchildren. It is our
goal to promote the sport of fishing with our next generation of
stewards of the Basin.

DEAD RIVER CAMPERS NEWS

F

orestry Management Thoughts: In the last
Newsletter article “Forestry Notes from the
Board” it was discused that at this time there is no

This decision was based on the information provided
by Green Timber in response to what they thought
to be the most efficient way to work with DRCI and
provide their professional services.

planned cutting for 2014. Our main objective for now
would be further cataloging of our forest holdings, both
The Forestry Committee was a valuable resource for
under the Commercial Forest Act and also with the help of
DRCI over the years and especially
a professional forest management conin the early years of DRCI when
sultant.

At the last meeting of the DRCI
Board on April 30, 2014 a decision
was made to request a formal proposal for services from a professional forestry consulting firm to
provide DRCI with forest management consulting and planning services. The staff of Green Timber
Consulting Foresters, Inc., is in the
process of putting together this proposal.
Based on the decision to move ahead with a proposal from Green Timber, the Board discussed and
decided that at this time it would delay moving forward with the selection of a Forestry Committee.

F

ireworks On The Hoist Basin. Save the Date:
June 28, 2014. Back up Date: June 29, 2014
Campers and Friends of the Basin should mark
their calendars for the night of the Summer Board
meeting for once again a great
fireworks display. Remember that evening of warm
winds, clear skies and 70
plus boats in the bay by
Turtle Island? Pretty
strange thought based on
the last several weeks of
weather.
Your individual contributions make it all take place
and we are very thankful
for everyone’s gifts to the
Fireworks Fund each year
that it has taken place. New
for this year is an offer from Kurt Collins, our fellow
camper and licensed launcher. The Grand Finale is
awesome and again this year it can be supplement-

logging was a big income source
for DRCI. Many thanks to those
who served on that Committee
for several years.

A large portion of DRCI’s timber
resource has been logged and
now the Board has determined
that it is time to move forward
with a new plan and come up
with a long-term management approach to look to further enhance our current management plan and to include our non-Commercial
Forest Act properties and our non-forested areas.

ed by additional gifts for more Grand Finale
fireworks. They are $200 a launch which
is Kurt’s cost. If there are any campers
who would like to pool their funds and
provide additional
Grand Finale
launches, they
would be most welcome.
We will acknowledge in the
summer Newsletter any
campers or groups of
campers that would like to
make a $200 gift as described above. Last year
two groups contributed
$200 for a great Grand Finale.
An envelope is available
once again in this Newsletter if you would care to contribute any amount to
the Fireworks Display. Thank you for your past
support.

Check out this link to the 10th anniversary of the Dead River Flood
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/images/mqt/Dead_River_Flood_10
th_Anniversary.pdf
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ead River Campers Audited Financial Statements: The audit was completed
in late January, 2014, by our auditors, Makela, Toutant, Hill & Nardi, P.C. The
audit was very comprehensive and took several months to complete.
As with the results of our 2009 audit, the only change in the 2012 audit of any significance was in the Balance Sheet where the unrealized gains and losses of our investments were recorded by the auditors. The auditor’s letter follows:

Highlight
Added by
DRCI
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The Mining Journal Reward Ad
REWARD BEING OFFERED: The Dead River Campers Inc., is
offering an ongoing reward of $1,000 for any information
leading to the arrest and conviction of any illegal activity
on any camper’s property on the Dead River Hoist Basin. If
you have any information please contact the Michigan State
Police at (906) 475-9922 or the Marquette County Sheriff’s
Department at (906) 225-8435.

60

E

-mailing the Newsletter: Thank you to all who
have sent us their email addresses. We now send
out about 183 e-mails, reaching 152 different Shareholders and multiple Shareholders per share. That
leaves 253 Shareholders that still receive the Newsletter via-mail. Our savings is significant. Send us your email to add to the list. The e-mail list is for the exclusive use of DRCI to correspond with our Shareholders.

Years ago … or so: September 11, 1951

CR GU is the South Camp Road
CR JH is the Hoist Road off of CR 510
CR JI is Abandoned? It is not on the current Road Commission Certified County Road
Maps as of 2014. We have asked the Road Commission to confirm when/if this road was
abandoned. This was to be a connector from CR GU to CR JH and then to CR 510.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
FISH AND WILDLIFE COMMITTEE:

F

ish & Wildlife Committee Report – Earl Hawn Markings: White on belly, diffuse dark blotch on dorChairman, DRCI Fish and Wildlife Committee sal fin, head is almost black on males during breeding.
There are changes in the fee structure and coverage Length: 2-3 inches
of fishing licenses in Michigan for this year with five Susceptible to VHS: No
different fishing licenses, plus two hunt/fish combo
licenses available:
We will also be stocking about 300,000 fat-head min Fish 24-hour - $10 (good for MI residents and nows again this spring after the ice is out. In a renon-residents for all species)
cent article I read it noted: “Mature fathead adults
 Fish 72-hour - $30 (good for MI residents and seldom exceed three inches in length and usually live
for only 12 to 15 months. Mature males are usually
non-residents for all species)
larger than the females and can be distinguished
 Fish all-species nonresident annual - $76
from the females during the breeding season by a se Fish all-species MI resident annual - $26
ries of breeding tubercles on the nose or forehead.
 Fish all-species senior annual - $11 (good for Older males are often darker than the females. The
MI residents only)
males may also possess a hard pad on the top of
their head, used in the preparation of the nest or
 Hunt/fish combo nonresident - $266
spawning site. The males are also responsible for
 Hunt/fish combo MI resident - $76
guarding the nest. Mature females may spawn weekThis past winter we received a DEQ permit to look at ly, depositing 200 to 500 eggs per spawn. Some feperforming some work at the pond located next to the males may lay up to 4,000 eggs per season.”
dam. The permit allows for us to “Regrade approxi- Fatheads “prefer to deposit their eggs on the undermately a 15-foot wide by 275-foot long area on both neath surface of rocks, plants or logs. They prefer to
sides of the existing pond for access. Place approxi- spawn upside down! “
mately 67-yards of rock rip-rap at the outlet of the
pond for bank stabilization and better access. Redistribute some wood debris that has washed into the
pond around the pond. All work shall be completed
in accordance with attached plans and conditions
dated March 19, 2014.”

The nesting needs of this and other forage fish is one
of the reasons we are encouraging and attempting to
educate our residents about the importance of leaving woody debris on the shoreline.

As you are aware, we have a shortage of forage fish in
our Basin so we have been attacking this issue from
The permit will allow for us to improve this site for
better family shoreline fishing access as well as room various angles. Stocking may be an important part
for hands-on instructional space during the annual of the answer; however, ultimately, spawning opporKid’s Fish Derby. The scope of the work is not exten- tunities for our minnows is the least expensive and
longer-lasting answer.
sive and we will be seeking volunteers to help perform some of the work should we elect to move forWe have agreed to continue to conduct an annual
ward with the project. We will be leaving all of the
minnow survey on the Basin in order to have data to
woody debris intact.
track our progress. The survey period is for one
Fathead Minnow
week and we continue to seek volunteers who would
be willing to assist us in the survey. We will provide
you with a net issued by the DNR and the necessary
tools to conduct the survey. It doesn’t take a whole
bunch of your time and can be quite educational for
the entire family! Please contact the office at 4851975 to volunteer. We need 12 volunteers.

Scientific Name: Pimephales promelas
Common Name: Rosey-reds (color variation)
Color: Olive-gray.
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We are anticipating the stocking of about 26,000
walleye fingerlings depending on availability this
coming year. The DNR management plan for the Ba(Continued on page 7)
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COMMITTEE REPORTS
(Continued from page 6)

sin calls for stocking of walleye every other year for
the next few years, again depending on availability.
We feel fairly confident that this will happen.

Gordy Chinn, Brendan Biolo, Earl Hawn, Buffy
Ervin, Tom Polkinghorne, Chris Blank, Bruce Turino, David Grigg, Jr.

We have been cautioned by the DNR that we may
very well see a noticeable increase in the number of
Northern Pike over the next couple of years. If you
recall, our minnow study last year showed a significant increase in the number of minnow sized pike we
found in our survey nets versus the year prior.
We would like to remind our friends that the black
bear are coming out of hibernation and will be seeking our bird feeders, etc. Pay close attention to what
is going on around you and have a safe and enjoyable
spring.
Committee Members: Dave Laitinen, Chairman,

F
T

INANCE COMMITTEE:
by Joe Ervin, Chairman
he DRCI Finance Committee met at the Marquette Wells Fargo offices in February 2014.

We reviewed the investment portfolio results for the
4th quarter 2013 and the overall annualized results
for all of 2013. We placed special focus of our review
on our fixed income
segment of our portfolio, 45.5% of the
portfolio’s overall
value. With several
corporate bonds
reaching maturity,
we reviewed options
for reinvestment of those funds. The portfolio increased its book value by 6.12% or $86,700 for the
year ending Dec 2013. This overall appreciation was
in line with overall market conditions and our risk
tolerance for the portfolio. This was a good year for
our investments for DRCI!
Our discussions progressed to review the tax implications of our portfolio’s growth and overall tax liabilities incurred by DRCI as a whole. We confirmed
that there is room for improved communications/
coordination of individual asset buy/sell decisions
within the portfolio especially in the 4th quarter of
the year. Action items were developed and agreed to
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Some Other Small Basin Fish and Minnows
Identified Thanks to George Madison of MDNR

by the Committee. We had an opportunity to review
the most recent external audit findings of the DRCI
overall financial controls. We were encouraged by
the thoroughness of the audit and financial controls
were found to be order.
There was a detailed line by line review of the proposed 2014 DRCI Operating Budget. We all continue to be disappointed how much we need to spend
on legal fees defending the DRCI and its Shareholders.
We do recommend that the DRCI Board attempt to
get more aggressive on the sale of our excess lots
and turn those assets into working capital. While
the DRCI excess lots are in fact listed in line with
recent market value assessments, we do recommend the Board consider additional alternatives to
a more proactive sales approach.
We concluded the meeting with reviewing the DRCI
Board’s objectives and priorities for 2014 and discussing how the DRCI Finance Committee might be
able add more support to the achievement of those
objectives.
Committee Members: Joe Ervin, Chairman, Bill
Stream, Denise Albrecht, Steve Gutierrez, Jim
Grundstrom, Darryll Sundberg.
DEAD RIVER CAMPERS NEWS

S

unsets on the Basin: Soon again we will be boating and
enjoying sunsets and summer breezes on the Basin.

REMINDERS
Water Surface Elevation. If you are interested in the water surface elevation, log onto
http://www.wisconsinpublicservice.com/
news/hydro/hydrodata.asp or get to this
same website via the DRCI website link for
current information. We thank UPPCO for
making this information available to us.
Tree Removal Issues. If you have trees to
remove please fill out a cutting permit and
send it in to DRCI or contact Bruce Bussone
at 362-2325. In an effort to maintain some
control on time limits, the Board has put a
limit of 1 year from date of issue for tree
cutting permits. Each Shareholder is responsible for any trees cut by contractors
you have hired. You are reminded that tree
cutting on common /CFR lands is prohibited.

would change those certificates. This would
include a death, divorce, move, etc. There is
no charge to change the certificate and it can
be done easily by sending the certificate to
DRCI with a copy of the Recorded Deed for
the change listing all the owners. Please let
new camp owners know that they should
submit a copy of their recorded deed and
obtain a stock certificate upon purchase of
their camp. Additionally, the corporate bylaws, Declaration, rules and regulations can
be
found
at
our
we bpage
at
www.deadrivercampersinc.com

Utility Easements: Please keep all utility
easements such as overhead power-line areas clear of boats, trailers and other items so
that UPPCO has clear access to the easement areas at all times. This is especially
important during the Winter months when
they may have to get in an easement area to
Road Improvements.
Shareholders are
repair power lines or transformers.
reminded to get permits from the Board for
road improvements. This would include any
changes to current roads as well as tree re- Zoning Violations. Shareholders should
movals to widen access. Each Shareholder report perceived zoning violations to their
is responsible for roadwork done by any con- respective townships.
These violations
tractor you have hired. Be mindful that would include multiple camps on single lots
changes to a road easement, or adding a new and excessive blight or junk. The townships
road easement within a plat, must be done can be contacted at; Ishpeming Townshipin compliance with the Michigan Land Divi- 485-5411, Negaunee Township-475-7869
sion Act provisions for plat changes and and Champion Township-339-2920.
DRCI Rules. See the web page for more information. This also applies to utility easeRenting of Shareholder Single Family Resments within a plat.
idences. DRCI Declaration Section 4.1 reads
“Lots shall be used solely for the construcBridges. DRCI committed to maintain two tion of one single-family residence and strucbridges in our original documents; they are
located on North Basin Drive and Three Mile
This is a Publication of DEAD RIVER CAMPERS, INC.
Road. Please report any bridge damage you
PO Box 323, Ishpeming, MI 49849
observe to the Board immediately.
www.deadrivercampersinc.com
Stock Certificates.
You are reminded to
update your stock certificate ownership and
(906) 485-1975
addresses when something changes that
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tures and outbuildings incidental to the use
of it (including, without limitations, barns,
stables and garages for private, and not public or commercial, use) and shall be limited
in use to single-family residential purposes
and incidental uses.” This declaration prohibits the rental of any Shareholder single
family residences on the Basin.
Use of Shoreline. As most shoreline is privately owned, when someone is in the need
of bathroom facilities while out on the water
please respect that you may be using one of
our Shareholder’s beachfronts to do so.
Submerged Hazards. When water levels are
low please take extra caution to avoid submerged hazards while boating. We should all
try to mark hazards as they are found, but
safety is still up to the operator.
Reward The Board continues to offer a
$1,000 reward for any information leading to
the arrest and conviction of any illegal activity on camper’s property.
Maps: (Updated June, 2012) Maps of the
Basin ownership by DRCI and each lot by
Shareholder are now available. Each map
includes
Champion,
Ishpeming
and
Negaunee Townships on a page and an index
of Shareholders by plat and lot number or by
parcel number for non-platted lots. Maps are
24 x 36 inches printed on quality paper in
color. Order forms are available on the DRCI
web page under Documents. Cost is $35.
DRCI Website: Visit our website for other
areas of interest such as Dam Safety and
Inspection, Climate Prediction Center and
Interactive Snowfall Information and many
more. www.deadrivercampersinc.com
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