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Dead River Campers, Inc.

                    P.O. Box 323

Ishpeming, Michigan 49849

www.deadrivercampersinc.com.
Dead River Campers News

Year 2010 – Edition 2
Annual Meeting   The annual meeting of shareholders was held on June 19th at the Westwood High School auditorium. The meeting started with a presentation from Wells Fargo detailing the performance during the last year of our investment portfolio managed by them.  This was followed by committee reports and a question and answer period  
The election of two directors for our board followed with each of the candidates giving a brief personal introduction before voting commenced. The results of the election for the two positions were as follows: Pete Dishnow 202 votes, Gary Goodman 162 votes, and Tom Polkinghorne 101 votes. Congratulations to Pete and Gary for being reelected for another 4 year term to the board of directors and thanks to all of the candidates for taking the initiative and interest in running for the board. 
The Board of Directors for 2010-2011 is:

James Grundstrom

President


Gary Goodman

Director

Dr. Bruce Turino

Vice – President

Dennis Sippola

Director

Bruce Bussone

Secretary


Peter Dishnow

Director

Darryll Sundberg

Treasurer




The Board Administrative Assistant is Denise Platteborze

There were no resolutions presented for consideration this year by any shareholders or the board. 
Following the meeting a general discussion/question and answer period was held. The topics discussed included comments on the water level, support of the Tourist Park dam, governmental issues, availability to have the newsletter emailed, sale of remaining 4 lots, and shareholders attending board of directors meetings.

Water Level: Since the beginning of May the Board has received, read, discussed and responded when necessary to 17 different documents and postings concerning the drought conditions and water height issues in the Hoist Basin Reservoir.  The Documents are from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC); the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment; Upper Peninsula Power Company (UPPCO) and their parent company, Integrys; and our shareholder members.  Ongoing communication with all of those agencies helps us convey the campers’ position every time the subject is on any table.  And in reality what has helped the most is just plain good old rain.  So, for those who did take some offered advice and used the power of prayer, it seems that you may have helped way more than you realize. 

The number of documents mentioned above is possibly greater than usual, however it indicates the level of concern the Board and related agencies have for the water level issue in the drought conditions this year.  Since the breach of the Silver Lake Dam in 2003, we have not had a “normal” year with regard to water levels and management of the same.  These conditions are also impacting the ability of Silver Lake to rise and maintain its FERC designed and approved appropriate level of 1485 feet above sea level.  Once Silver Lake has risen to 1485 a three year study will monitor the management and actions of the Dead River and integral bodies of water.  On the www.deadrivercampersinc.com web site is a link to the water levels for all of the UPPCO controlled hydro locations, and you can personally monitor what is going on with each body of water.  In the last two weeks there has been a dramatic shift in the rain patterns and the reservoir level was rising. However, as of this writing the level is now falling again. We hope that you know the Board is constantly working with the Agencies, providing continued reinforcement to our opinion that, if at all possible, the FERC designed and approved level of 1341 should be maintained in the Hoist Basin for the months of June, July, and August.  

Often there is some confusion around the Reservoir about the FERC designed and approved water level of 1341 and the Camper Motion approved and requested water level of 1342.  The Board has communicated the members’ wishes of 1342 to all of the Agencies over the years.  Although aware of these wishes, the Agencies’ approved elevation stands at 1341.  This elevation is the optimum height based upon the volumes of water held at Silver Lake and the Hoist Basin Reservoir, and the engineering approved and in place for the structures at both locations holding all of our water where it belongs.  Calculations by UPPCO using hydrologic analyses are used to determine the potential for actions caused by a hypothetical 100 year and 500 year flood.  Although one might think these scenarios are extreme, UPPCO is obligated to comply with these calculations within the limitations of the physical characteristics of the Silver Lake and Hoist Dams and Reservoirs, and that is how, in layperson terms, the 1341 elevation is designated.  Since the breach of Silver Lake, the Hoist Dam has been reinforced in many ways at the request of FERC and the expense of UPPCO, to insure that the Hoist will continue to do its job and hold what we consider near and dear, the water in front of our properties.
We (the Board) would like you to know that the water elevation issue has been, is now, and will continue to be a high priority and is being monitored in most cases weekly and talked about at each Board Meeting. 

This newsletter will continue to provide our members with updates on the Agencies’ communications and any related matters.  
Thanks very much for your concern, understanding, and support.   



















West End Boat Launch    UPPCO has recently filed its permit with DNRE for construction of the west end boat launch facility.  They have also requested extension of the time for construction from FERC until spring 2011. This was done in the event the approval by DNRE does not come timely enough for them to complete construction in 2010. The new site will have ample parking and restrooms available for the public.















    
 Reward The Board continues to offer a $1,000 reward for any information leading to the arrest and conviction of any illegal activity on camper’s property.




















Common Lands    Select cutting of 70 acres north of the Red Road and west of the Clark/Boise Creek will be starting mid July. This is a change from cutting at the end of Braastad’s Road and south of South Basin Drive which will be cut during the fall and winter. This change was made to




 


REMINDERS

Water Surface Elevation.  If you are interested in the water surface elevation, log onto http://www.wisconsinpublicservice.com/news/hydro/hydrodata.asp or get to this same website via the DRCI website link for current information. We thank UPPCO for making this information available to us.

Tree Removal Issues.  If you have trees to remove please fill out a cutting permit and send it in to DRCI or contact Bruce Bussone at 485-5901 or 362-3226.   In an effort to maintain some control on time limits, the Board has put a limit of 1 year from date of issue for tree cutting permits.  Each shareholder is responsible for any trees cut by contractors you have hired.  You are reminded that tree cutting on common /CFR lands is prohibited.   

Road Improvements.  Shareholders are reminded to get permits for road improvements.  This would include any changes to current roads as well as tree removals to widen access.  Each shareholder is responsible for roadwork done by any contractor you have hired.

Bridges.  DRCI committed to maintain two bridges in our original documents; they are located on North Basin Drive and Three Mile Road.  Please report any bridge damage you observe to the Board immediately.

Stock Certificates.   You are reminded to update your stock certificate ownership and addresses when something changes that would change those certificates.  This would include a death, divorce, move, etc.  Your ballot must be signed by all owners for it to be valid.  There is no charge to change the certificate and it can be done easily by sending the certificate to DRCI with supporting documents for the change.   Please let new shareholders know that they should submit a copy of their deed and obtain a stock certificate upon purchase of their camp.  Additionally, the corporate bylaws, declarations, rules and regulations can be found at our webpage at www.deadrivercampersinc.com 

Zoning Violations. Shareholders should report perceived zoning violations to their respective townships.  These violations would include multiple camps on single lots and excessive blight or junk.  The townships can be contacted at, Ishpeming Township-485-5411, Negaunee Township-475-7869 and Champion Township-339-2920.
Renting of Shareholder Single Family Residences. DRCI Declaration Section 4.1 reads “Lots shall be used solely for the construction of one single-family residence and structures and outbuildings incidental to the use of it (including, without limitations, barns, stables and garages for private, and not public or commercial, use) and shall be limited in use to single-family residential purposes and incidental uses.” This declaration prohibits the rental of any shareholder single family residences on the basin. 

Use of Shoreline. As most shoreline is privately owned, when someone is in the need of bathroom facilities while out on the water please respect that you may be using one of our shareholders beachfronts to do so. 

Submerged Hazards. With the water level starting the year off so low take extra caution to avoid submerged hazards while boating this summer. We should all try to mark hazards as they are found, but safety is still up to the operator. 

Dead River Cookbook. There is still time to submit a recipe to the Dead River Cookbook. Send to debbiebussone@yahoo.com or Deb Bussone, 397 S. Camp Rd., Ishpeming, MI 49849.   
Map Order Forms. Maps of the Basin ownership by DRCI and each lot by shareholder are now available. Each map includes Champion, Ishpeming and Negaunee Townships on a page and an index of shareholders by plat and lot number or by parcel number for non-platted lots. Maps are 24 x 36 inches printed on quality paper in color. Maps can be ordered with the form below. Order forms are also available on the DRCI web page under Documents.
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Map Order Form

Name:  
____________________________________

Address:  
____________________________________


____________________________________


____________________________________

E-mail address:  

____________________________

Telephone number: 
____________________________
Quantity ordered:  ____________

Cost per set:

$35.00

(Includes shipping)

Total Due:

____________
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